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AMENDING THE ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE OPERATION, MANAGE- 
MENT, MAINTENANCE, AND DEMOLITION OF FEDERALLY AC- 
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.O'M xtfoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 


as submitted the following 
> 


REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 3937] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 3937) to amend the act of June 28, 1948 (62 Stat. 
1061), to provide for the operation, management, maintenance, and 
demolition of federally acquired properties following the acquisition 
of such properties and before the establishment of the Independence 
National Historical Park, and for other purposes, having considered 
the same, unanimously report favorably thereon without amendment 
and recominend that the bill do pass. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


By the act of June 28, 1948 (62 Stat. 1061) the Eightieth Congress 
provided for Federal participation in the preservation and commem- 
o ation of Independence Hall, Carpenter’s Hall, and surrounding his- 
toric sites and buildings in Philadelphia, Pa., forever associated with 
American independence and the adoption of the American form of 
government and the democratic way of life. Among the specific pro- 
visions of the act was authorization for the Secretary of the Interior 
to acquire certain tracts of land and projects in the vicinity of Inde- 

en tence Hall in order to preserve them as the Independence National 
fistorical Park. 

Approximately 60 percent of the acquisitions thus authorized have 
been obtained. However, it may be some little time yet before the 
remainder can be acquired and the park established and developed. 
Until that time, it is desirable that instead of standing idle, the already 
acquired properties should be adminisiered by the Federal Govern- 
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ment, and when advantageous, leased for revenue-producing pur- 
poses. 

It is to give the Secretary of the Interior congressional authority to 
carry out these purposes that the present legislation i is proposed, No 
appropriation of Federal funds is required nor contemplated. 

In fact, the proposed legislation would reduce Federal expenditures, 
inasmuch as a special fund would be set-up in which receipts would be 
deposited and maintenance expenses paid therefrom. Any excess 
moneys in the fund would be applied against the cost of demolishing 
or removing present, unwanted buildings from the tract. 

The committee is conscious of the fact that the foregoing varies 
from normal, established Government procedure and its approval by 
the committee in this legislation is not intended to establish a prece- 
dent; however, the Bureau of the Budget has approved the procedure 
because of the short-term lease problems involved, and the committee 
agrees that this accounting method appears to offer the most practical 
solution under the circumstances. The authority would not be ex- 
ercised after the park has been fully established and all buildings put 
to the purpose intended by Congress. 

H. R. 3937 passed the House unanimously on August 20. 

The favorable report on H. R. 3937 to the House Interior and Insular 
Affairs Committee ts set forth in full as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., July 12, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 


House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. ¢ 

My Dear Mr. Murpock: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 
3937, a bill to amend the act of June 28, 1948 (62 Stat. 1061), to provide for the 
operation, management, maintenance, and demolition of federally acquired 
properties following the acquisition of such properties and before the establish- 
ment of the Independence National Historical Park, and for other purposes 

We recommend the enactment of H. R. 3937. 

The 1948 act provides for the establishment of the Independence National 
Historical Park, in the city of Philadelphia, after the United States has obtained 
title to several specified historic properties together with two-thirds of the lands 
and interests in lands within certain areas described in the act. These properties, 
which we are now in the process of acquiring, are in a highly commercialized area, 

Secause of the magnitude of the project, their acquisition probably will extend 
over a period of some years 

We find it necessary, during the interim period between acquisition of the 
individual properties and the final establishment and development of the park, 
that authority be provided for the administration, maintenance, and demolition, 
when necessary, of the various properties as they are acquired. Until the park is 
finally established, it is essential that we have authority to enter into suitable 
leases relating to such properties, as they are acquired, and to use the funds which 
may be obtained from such leases for purposes of maintenance. This authority, 
as contained in H. R. 3937, will have the effect of reducing the Government’s 
property acquisition costs as well as the cost of maintenance of the buildings and 
other properties after they are acquired. We expect, wherever possible, to acquire 
such properties at a reduced purchase price subject to continued private occupancy 
for a specified period of time. 

The exact procedure that it will be necessary to follow with regard to the 
management of the individual properties will depend, of course, upon the cir- 
cumstances in each case. We may find it practicable in some cases to operate and 
administer some of these properties during the interim period. In other instances, 
it may be desirable to carry out these operations through a nonprofit corporation 
or agency. In any event, we believe that H. R. 3937 will provide us with ample 
authority to manage efficiently these properties during the interim period. 
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@ This authority will have the effect, locally, of bringing about the minimum dis- 
turbance to commercial operations in that particular area. 

Your committee has also requested a report on H. R. 3938, an identical bill. 
In the circumstances, this report represents our views on both bills. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that it has no objection to the submission 
of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Dare E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretar 4 of the Inter Or 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


Pursuant to the provisions of subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, proposed changes in existing law are 
indicated below with the matter proposed to be omitted in black 
brackets, and the new matter proposed to be inserted in italies: 


Act oF JUNE 28, 1948 (62 Star. 1061) 


Sec. 6. * * * Funds appropriated pursuant to this Act shall be available 
for any expenses incidental to acquisition of property as prescribed by this Act, 
including the employment of the necessary services in the District of Columbia, 
and including to the extent deemed necessary by the Secretary of the Interior, the 
employment without regard to the civil-service laws or the Classification Act of 
1923, as amended, of such experts and other officers and employees as are necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this Act efficiently and in the publie interest. 

SEC. 7; Following th acquisuion hy the Fede ral Government of properties pursuant 
to this Act and until such lime as the bui dings thereon are demolished or the properties 
and buildings thereon are devoted to purposes of the Independence Naiional Historical 
Park as provided herein, the Secretary is authorized, with respect to the said properiies 


to administer, operate, manage, lease, and maintain such properties, and lease, 


demolish, or remove bui!dings, or space in buildings thereon, in such manner as h 


shall consider te be in the pub wc interest. Any funds ‘ecerved from leasing the said 
properiies, buildings thereon, or space in buildings thereon, shall be deposited to th 

credit of a special receipt account and ex pe nde d for purposes of operating, maintaining, 
and managing the said properties and demolishing or removing the buildings thereon 

The Secretary, in his discreiion and notwithstanding other requirements of law, may 
exercise and carry out the functions authorized herein by entering into agreements or 
contracts with publi or private agenc 1es, CO poralions, or persons, upon suc h terms 
and conditions as he deems to be appropriate in carrying out the purposes of this Act. 
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